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About the Journal

dag%l LiLad = Qadaya lugawiyat = Linguistic Issues

A biannual peer reviewed academic non-profit and open access journal,
published by Linguistic Research Unit and Arabic Language Issues in Algeria,
affiliated to the Centre for Scientific and Technical Research for the Development
of Arabic language, which publishes research and articles in various language
sciences and issues in three languages: Arabic, English and French. The Journal
has been published in paper form regularly according to a specific schedule since
its foundation in 2020. In addition to the paper version, the scientific works
published in the journal are available through the Journal's website:

https://gadaya-lugawiyat.dz

Or through this website:

https://urlcaa.com/lingustic-issues

Disclaimer: Updates to this website have been frozen after the date of
March 15, 2023, and therefore the last issue that the site will include is: Issue 1 |
Volume 4 | March 2023, and it will not include new issues after this date (for
more details, please see the journal’s history document).

Starting from "December 2022", the journal's content became available on
the Algerian Platform for Scientific Journals (ASJP) through the following link:

https://www.asjp.cerist.dz/en/PresentationRevue/872
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Journal Objectives

- Provide an opportunity for serious researchers working on studies that fall within
the journal's area of research to publish their research.

- Tighten the connection between readers and writers.

- Contribute to the dissemination of knowledge associated with language and the
development of linguistic research.

- Keeping abreast of the development of linguistic research by encouraging
research that addresses modern topics.

- Providing scientific content that can be relied upon as a reference for the
preparation of academic research.

Journal Areas of Research

The journal opens publishing for all serious research in various areas of language
and linguistics. This includes, but is not limited to, the following areas:

Functional theories of

grammar

Generative linguistics

Cognitive linguistics

Theoretical linguistics

Synthesis

Writing Systems

Acoustics

Quantitative linguistics

Policy and Linguistic

Planning

Language Philosophy

Science of connotation

Functional linguistics

Historical linguistics

Anthropological

linguistics

Descriptive linguistics

Deliberative

Affiliation

Terminology

Semiology

Comparative linguistics

Language Assessment

Computational linguistics

Applied linguistics

Sociolinguistics

Psycholinguistics

Language Education

Language Activation

Documentation of

language

Evolutionary linguistics

Neurolinguistics

Arabic linguistics

Language Development
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Abstract
This research details the question particles, those tools that perform semantic functions

that are clear through their meanings and their uses within question sentences. They have also
an important structural function; It is the cohesion, whether it is between linguistic elements
within the question sentence or between the question sentence and its answer. One of the
properties of these tools is that they ask about unknown words, which must be mentioned in
the answer of sentences. That particles have syntactic positions within the answer sentences
not the question words which have the syntactic positions. Thus, | recommend to regard
question paticles as mere tools that have a stylistic dimension and are not names whose
syntactic position must be determined.

Keywords: Question; Cohesion; semantic; structureand definition.
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Abstract
In this research, we try to review the pillars of the historical dictionary of August

Fischer (lexicon material - arrangement of entries - explanation and definition), and how he
applied his approach to them in his manufacture of the historical dictionary. The arrangement
of the entries is essential in dictionaries because without the arrangement, searching in the
dictionary would be difficult, and explanation and definition are among the goals of the
dictionary, as it is a means to clarify the meanings of words.

Keywords: historical dictionary; August Fischer; lexicon words; order of entries; explanation
and definition.
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Abstract

The research aims to study and verify a manuscript entitled: "The Treatise on the
Reliable Path in Realizing the First Division into the Specific, the General, the Common, and
the Interpreted” by the scholar Issam Al-Din Ahmad bin Tashkubari Zadeh (d. 964 AH), which
is a treatise treats a fundamental linguistic and semantic problem. Controls: Classifying the
types of semantics into Specific, General, Common, and Interpreted, and explaining the
semantic differences, the effect of each type and the function of each, and the extent of those
differences in deducing judgment and building on them. The author presented a number of
opinions that raised this problem, supporting some and contradicting others. To achieve the
research goal, the researchers used the historical inductive approach in knowing the author, the
manuscript and the accuracy of its attribution to it. A descriptive approach was used in
presenting the author’s approach and explaining his style. The nature of the research
necessitated its division into two parts: the first dealt with the author’s study, and the thesis.
The second dealt with verifying the text of the message scientifically. Then a conclusion with
the most important results and recommendations was provided.

Keywords: Tashakbari Zadeh; dependent path; private and public; shared and interpreted.
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Abstract

This study was aimed to show that the purpose of Hija’ (invective, lampoon, satire
poetry) was directly linked to war.

invective poetry of War is one of the main types or genres of Classical Arabic poetry,
but the studies did not explain the reason for the war' s continuity that was behind the
development of the satire verse.

We relied on Pierre Clastres in explaining this phenomenon in the context of his work
on war within the tribal framework. Pierre Clastres' theory of Stateless society provides an
explanation for the sustainability of war, which is the same reason that scrutinizes the function
of satire and its development.

We reached a number of results, the most important of which is: The satirical poem is
not merely a matter of techniques and rhetoric, but rather an act of speech: The issue of satire
and its development becomes a conceptual structure of any intentional act. rather than stylistic
effects. Techniques and meanings are all associated with the performed illocutionary act. This
explanation is necessary to understand why the need for it increased in pre-Islamic society and
the decreased need for it in later eras.

Keywords: Pierre Clastres; Magical curses; hija’; The inordinate poetic egotism;The power of

naming.

1. Introduction

Lampoon (Al-hija')’s opposite—praise—through which the poet would be
expected to perform a linguistic battle against the enemies of the community and
challenge their honor.

Most verse satires are enclosed within a “frame”, stimulated by conflict and
activated by elaborating people's flaws aiming at exposing and denouncing
them.

The frame in which Hija as poetic genre grew up is just like a human being
which, at birth, gives a color spectrum subsuming diversity but maintaining the
phenomenon that birth as the origin of his existence. Satire was within the
framework of war, and therefore the poems of satire always remained a part of
war speeches. For this very fact, satire poetry contains violence directed towards
the other and sometimes contains self-defense. Therefore, it has its own traditions
and laws that we need to understand the structure of jahiliya society. We will try
to answer the following question in order to assess the development of satire.

What essentially determined the structure of satire during its development?

We can benefit from an anthropological approach because it studies the first
seed of the Tribal formation and structural development spiritually and
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intellectually mainly in Pierre Clustres' theory which advocates that primitive
societies were not primitive in the literal sense, but they were primitive in the
sense of being hostile to the state, and they were stateless societies that had
traditions and actions preventing the emergence of the state by fragmenting
authority within the tribe.

War between tribes and thrones occurs when a tribe grows and is thus
divided.

Clustres studied primitive society and concluded that this society is not
backward, but rather tries not to establish a state in it, and therefore it is a society
without a state, and the customs of war in it are an alternative to the state (Clastres,
1974). War then is not just fighting and conflict, but rather an alternative to the
state. Consequently, satire verse was the primitive socities’ rhetorical persuasion.
it is ,indeed, a means of achieving this aim. This has lead us to determine the next
step.

In fact, poems arousing the people's sense of shame, outrage, and analogous
emotions have nothing to do with imagery. But, it is a speech act that we can
explain systematically by drawing on linguistic theories and tools from disciplines
of pragmatics, bringing specifically into play the speech act theory as well as
theories of communication to explain The poem's satire prospective targets. We
try to explain  satirical poem or even construct a complete reading from the
speech act theory, because certain decisions taken by leaders of tribe at specific
moments of a poetic text reveal themselves more clearly as responses to the
diverse illocutionary forces ( Austin, 2001) , that might be a poetic discourse
attack achieving speech acts. Claiming in this paper that an utterance's emotional
energy performs illocutionary acts like proclaiming war,power of naming and
strife leaves a lasting impression on the target group( Hancher, 1975).

2. Stages of lampoon (hija')
The development of Arabic satire follows a varied course, showing up the
long history of satire verse conception, form, and function Through the ages.

This study provides insight into the origin and the development of Arabic
satirical poetry from its appearance in the pre-Islamic period when it reached its
peak and its decline, little by little ,due to the rise of the Umayyad state, and its
emergence in a different form with the Abbasid state.

We might define the lampoon in its classical period sense.we rightly give
the example of lbn Rasiq 's precise definition. Once we have a good idea of what
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exactly a lampoon is,we may, following Ibn Rasiq 's definition, examine poems,
and determine if they rightfully should be characterized as such, if they belong to
the category.

Ibn Rasiq tends to focus on the constructive social criticism of lampoon in
early jahiliya; it has amounts to sarcasm, making it the most effective way of
expression. Its meaning is closely easy to memorize, and quickly attaches to the
heart and soul. but with other lampoon (hija’) of slander and obscenity, the reason
for hija’ is pure libel and the poet has no choice but to establish the cadence (lbn
Ragig, 1981).

lampoon poem then is a satiric, illocutionary act executed by means of
explicit performatives, focusing on vicious mocking that it plays a role in the
communicative straightforwardness interaction with interactive social functions
when individuals use overtly intentional acts such as utterances, gestures or
controlled facial expressions as suggested Austin's work ultimately (Reich, 2010)
it should hold an element of humor and should function light-heartedly rather
than being a scoffing disdainful assault. Ibn Rasig also emphasizes on the moral
capacity of satire to affect emotional release in its readers to correct the
roughness, to rectify the blemishes in human behavior. According to Ibn Rasiq, the
main characteristic of jahiliya satire was that the satirists served as poets, at the
time of the chivalrous hero, model of manly honorable chief that can not be
wicked.

2.1. Tribal lampoon as first stage of (Al-hija')

the genre of hija or satire poetry, a cultural phenomenon, prominent feature
of the pre-Islamic arabian society had a special meaning in the context of rivalry
and tribal combats.

If we take the example of ‘amr ibn kulthtim, the leader of his tribe Ta'lab
,and he was also its knight and poet. He satirised bakr. The satires that took place
in pre-Islamic times occurred between the greatest tribes of Rabi’a ( the patriarch
of one of two main branches of the "North Arabian”, adnanite tribes, the other
branch being founded by Mudhar.) which are Bakr and Ta'lab. The tribe did not
exist in an area of land, but rather it was spread across thrones.

The important thing is that the purpose of satire arose in primitive warrior
societies. Its structure, methods, and meanings are all related to war and killing
which is evident in the Mu'allagah poem of ‘amr ibn kulthtim, entailing a warlike
violence and a mockery of the deteriorating of the enemies values to cosy up to
the enemy of his enemy..
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This perspective tends to be based on Clastres' anthropological researches,
he states that tribal life is characterized by multiplex kinship systems,
determining social relationships, aiming to inspire Persons, systems of morals, or
propensity for others real life, As he says“What the Savages show us is that the
constant effort to prevent chiefs from being chiefs is a refusal of unification, it is
the process of plotting against Unity, against the State. The history of people who
have a history is, we are told, the history of class struggle. The history of people
without a history is, we might say with at least just as much truth, the history of
their struggle against the state.” (Clastres, 1989) .

Thus, the real starting-point on social values among anthropoligists mainly
clastres was in these values, the place where domination is rejected: domination
of the chief either of the other tribes then, tribal life is a real superpower in life of
its poets, whether poets are aware of or not so violence take place to break up
every authority that exceeds the authority of the tribe, This had several effects:

The main focus of the poet was to use the power of naming as to rebrand
the society form by the use of its device(hija’). He uses humor to extrude his
enemy and fight for his own tribe. And we can join the scholar of Islam
Brockelmann's point of view as he put forward a theory in the 19th century that
lampoon (hija’) emerged out of magical curses. In the early jahiliya, poets used
their poems as spells against enemy armors and loosened all magical fierceness
of the enemy against any nearby combat(Salman Insaf Alwan, 2020).

Lampoon was linked to another purpose (gharad), which is lamentation.
The lamentation poem of murdered contains the seed of satire by poem's end, and
the tribe laments the dead under the circumstances of murder,and within- tribal
level, there was no other alternatives : either to kill or to be killed.

Further lamentations are professed by women to encourage taking
revenge.Hence, Lampoon and lamentation arose within the context of war.

Lampoon contained an incentive to take revenge,it is a directive
illocutionary act because it incites fighting. The object of lamentation being
famous and valuable in pre-Islamic times has a strong link with the military
context in which it arose, illustrated by anthropologists who observed this genre
as a living tradition.

The poet was a historian or a storyteller who covered genealogies,
shortcomings, and the history of wars between tribes. He droped news from here
and there, some of which are trivial
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while others were dangerous affecting groups and individuals. It has nothing
to do with scandals and obscene talk, vulgar irrelevance to his achievement as a
poet.

So, it is necessary for the scholars of lampoon poetry to gain knowledge of
genealogy and conceive cognitive models of societies and morals .

2.2. Umayyad period and hija’ - the second stage

In the Umayyad era Naqa’id (flytings) , poetic genre flourished. Poets
representing two opposite and rival tribes,contending factions, served the
important social purpose of determining tribal ascendancy. Even with the advent
of Islam coming up with changes to the social landscape as it was urbanized, left
lampoon poetry intact based on Warlike mood .

For example, one of the most famous Naga 'id in the Umayyad era, was the
one between Jarir and al-Farazdag, where the flytings between them lasted for
forty-five years, then the flytings were between Jarir and Al-Akhtal, which lasted
nineteen years. As for the contradictions between Jarir and the other poets, they
are many.

For Jarir and al-Farazdaq and their audience, the aspect of scandal, outrage,
honoring, reverence of clans and tribes did not have the same function with the
changes faced by the tribes in the process of the formation and growth of cities.
The city stood out as a space where new modern life manifested . Hija’ may feel
in this context like a relatively new form of humor, as expressed by Dayf who
draws an analogy between Jarir and al-Farazdaq’s naqa’id performance and
Literature Debates (Dayf, 1965) .

He considered that The poetry of Jarir and al-Farazdag was not a stipulated
part of the tribal wars of pre-Islamic times (Ayyam al-‘Arab).The new context of
Islamic civilization and the procedure of urbanization provided a new comedic
status through which Jarir and al-Farazdag composed their naga id (flytings). So
that's why expressive illocutionary speech acts was showed a lot in the naqa’id via

the communicative force such as mocking, deploring, and bullying(Yule, 1996).
2.3. Abbasid period and personal hija’

As Islamic society grew, poetic satire remained a constancy in the society.
However, the form evolved to reflect a new resurgent civilization. Offensive
words, insult, slur remained stick on the substantial objective, but the nature of
these slurs changed.

Hija’, an art form that probably has its origin as magical curses against
nemesis, exerted influences both politically and socially , was involved in the
inter-tribal war and personal rivalries. It was hence product of the tribal culture
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whereas the work of the abbasid poets reflected a unique understanding into the
prime concerns of an ethnically, religiously, and a culturally vibrant city and its
diversified society during a period of tremendous growth. All the the poets
displayed that they experienced emotional transformations as well. Subsequently,
poetry and satirical poets had undergone a wide range of emotions and mood
states , so hija’ became a very individual issue that stressed the satirist's personal
objective and became merely revenge :

We can take as an example Al-Mutanabbi 's obscene, name-calling insulting
Language poetry. His brutal poetry denouncing Kafar al-Ikhshidi was the most
virulent satire ever to be accomplished in his most celebrated stinging vitriolic
verbal attack against his worst enemy. (Al-Wahidi, 1986). It appears to us that the
arrogance often eliminates poetic traditions and the authentic role of hija’ as
carefully considered by ibn Rasiq. Irony allowed the ego to review the status of
hija’ and the style and the structure of the lampoon procedure. This can explain
the violence that we have spoken about to the point of misrepresentation,
intimidation, harassment , Discrimination and name-calling .These constitute
different speech acts, types of verbal abuse.

3.Conclusion

We have presented a deducible approach of hija’ which states that for an
act to be a satire, it must be perceived in a particular way. This particular way is a
function of two independent binary conditions :societal structure and illocutionary
force of performing mockery, all of which must be met. In the process and
without any mention, it has been shown that a structuralist account of satire is
bound to fail as it is an empirical predictions hardly conceived.

From this central thesis, a number of predictions have been extracted all of
which appear to be supported:

The poetic message would not remain alive in external surface culture as it
existed over culture and served to communicate it. Language is promoted through
the use of poetic production, promulgation and transfer of the poetic texts to the
next generations. We find that for sure, even a solitary thought may be heavily
indebted to culture as a reservoir of poetic production.

Last but not least, we can recognize the large differences in tone, for
example, between gentle “fluent” satires and strident “vengeful” ones.

There is a proximate relationship between poetry and culture. Culture needs
to be spread to survive and this cannot be done by thoughts alone, but through
communication of such thoughts. The same is also true for the proliferation of
language leaving aside those structures which are supposed to be common.
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Abstract

Arabic holds historical significance in Nigeria, once serving as its official language.
Though it is now a foreign language in Nigeria, it remains vital to its citizens for numerous
reasons. In view of that, the language teaching and learning approach in southwest, Nigeria's
Yoruba-speaking region, has evolved. However, a satisfying approach has not yet been
reached; several learners are today seeing displaying an unsatisfactory level of proficiency in
the language after years of learning. Researchers have pinpointed that unsuitable learning
materials, often imported from Arab countries like Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, and Egypt without
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considering local contexts, contribute to this issue. To address it, this paper proposes
integrating a corpus-based approach to teaching Arabic. By utilizing a parallel corpus, tailored
instructional materials can be developed, potentially reducing learning time and enhancing
proficiency for Yoruba learners.

Keywords: Arabic; Yoruba; Teaching and Learning; Parallel Corpus.

1. Introduction

The history of teaching and learning Arabic in Nigeria can be traced back to
the 10th century when Arabs extended their commercial transactions to the
northern parts of the country (Galadachii,1982:70). They came in as merchants.
The Nigerian traders welcomed them to the extent of trying to speak Arabic with
them by imitation to facilitate smooth transactions. In no time, some traders could
transact with the Arabs in their language successfully. During that period, the
Arabs were directly or indirectly introducing their religion, Islam, to the Nigerian
traders as they were teaching their language. This is because Arabic and Islam are
interwoven; almost all the linguistic aspects of the language are embedded in the
Quran, the most fundamental source of Islamic religion. The number of Arabic
learners and Muslims increased concurrently among Nigerians and reached the
southern part of the country by the end of the 11th century (Abdulbaaki, 2022:13).

By the 14th century, Islam flourished all over southwest Nigeria. Muslims'
quest to learn more about their religion led to the emergence of another approach
to learning Arabic—the Traditional method. Some scholars call this the Quranic
Approach because all the learning processes revolve around the Quran (Kamil,
2016: 198). The learners often sit in a semi-circular structure in front of the
teacher while he recites the Quran, and they repeat it after him recursively.

At one point, a book that remains relevant to date, known as “Alqa‘idatu
Albaghdadiyat”, was introduced for beginners to improve their traditional learning
approach. They were to study it at first before graduating to use the Quran. The
book, whose author remains anonymous, comprises two phrases: The first
contains Arabic letters and sounds, while the second contains the thirtieth and last
part of the Quran (Al Shareedah, 2018). Exposure to the two phrases prepares
learners for basic listening and reading skills in Arabic.
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However, the approach still needs to cover all the language skills that the
learners need. It emphasizes on developing reading and listening skills in learners
but ignores their writing and communicative skills. As a result of this deficiency,
scholars later used small wooden boards where the intended lesson would be
written, and the Yoruba learners would have to master the lesson before
proceeding to the next one, regardless of the duration it takes. Eventually, learners
were seen showcasing an improvement in their writing skills, in addition to their
reading and listening skills, at graduation.

Moving forward, even though learners learned much vocabulary from their
Quranic knowledge, Abolaji (2012) opined that they found it challenging to
engage in basic conversation in Arabic as a result of not going through any
systematic plan to develop their understanding and communicative competence
(Norbert & Michael, 2020:21) in the language. To find a solution to deficiencies
in Arabic teaching ways, grammar-translation approach and some others surface
in Nigerian Arabic Education. The grammar-translation approach is a systematic
study of the language grammar while the language is codified and arranged into
fixed rules learned by heart. It remains the most common approach to date.
However, it has witnessed many modifications, especially after the establishment
of several modern Arabic schools at the start of the 20th century (Abdulbaaki,
2022: 21). For instance, in addition to Quranic studies, some religious textbooks
about the fundamentals of Islam and general Arabic culture- which were majorly
imported from Arab countries like Saudi Arabia and Egypt- are introduced to the
learners.

Today, the effectiveness of the grammar-translation approach and other
approaches used in Arabic learning is questioned. It fails to aim at solving the
learners’ immediate linguistic needs and appears to take a long learning duration.
It is assumed to be a result of the learners being occupied with learning
vocabulary from the literature designed mostly for native speakers or for
describing other societies quite distinct from theirs (Kamil,2016:199;
Mikail,2022:89). Besides, the learners are being overwhelmed with the
metalinguistic knowledge of Arabic rather than the effective use of it, which
should be their priority. To find an effective solution to this issue, this paper,
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using descriptive and analytical approaches, suggests implementing a well-
designed Yoruba Arabic parallel corpus approach in the teaching process.

2. Corpus-Based Approach in Teaching a Foreign Language

Corpora are electronically available collections of authentic written/spoken
language, offering valuable insights into a language. They provide learners with
the opportunity to identify linguistic and situational co-occurrence patterns of a
language (Reppen 2010: 4). It does not only caution language learners against
distorted representations of their targeted language by presenting authentic
language texts but also unveil language features that intuition might overlook
(O’Keefte et al., 2007: 21).

Corpora are being introduced to the teaching and learning process in
different ways. Leech (1997) categorizes them into direct, semi-direct, and
indirect. Direct ways refer to all the logic of utilizing corpora to directly influence
the teaching and learning process, like incorporating them while teaching. Indirect
ways are used for descriptive activities relevant to teaching and learning, like
reference work and curriculum development. At the same time, semi-direct
application is the building of corpora tailored for teaching, like compiling learner
corpora. However, some linguists, like Bernardini (2000:15), believe that semi-
direct applications still come under indirect applications. Recognizing these ways
is vital for educators, as corpora offer valuable insights into authentic language
usage, bridging the gap between theoretical knowledge and practical language
learning in classrooms.

Corpus-based instruction aligns with the principles of discovery learning
and data-driven learning (DDL). As proposed by Bruner in 1961, discovery
learning perceives learning as a process of uncovering new knowledge,
emphasizing problem-solving as a means of acquiring understanding. In corpus-
based tasks, learners utilize their existing knowledge to develop analytical skills.
On the other hand, DDL, introduced by Johns in 1990, entails using computer-
generated concordances in classrooms to investigate language usage patterns.
Johns' methodology for DDL involves three stages: observation, classification,
and generalization. Thus, the method fosters student engagement in analyzing
regularities within the language they are studying. In the corpus-based approach,
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students are viewed as researchers who enhance their learning by accessing
linguistic data (Johns 1991: 2).

With the advent of Data-Driven learning, various types of corpora have
become focal points in foreign language education. Among these, parallel
corpora—collections of aligned, translated texts in multiple languages—have
garnered significant attention. Widely utilized in language learning, parallel
corpora offer learners numerous benefits. For instance, they enable cross-
linguistic searches, aiding in exploring linguistic and cultural disparities between
languages (Xie, 2015), and are valuable in translation studies, among other
advantages. Literature has shown the practicality and viability of parallel corpora
in teaching and learning different linguistic phenomena of a foreign language. For
instance, Csato et al. (2010) explored data-driven learning in teaching Turkish as a
foreign language in Sweden. Using a Swedish—Turkish parallel corpus and
collaborative tools, they facilitated students in formulating and testing hypotheses
on lexical, morphological, and syntactic aspects. The result of the study showed
that the learners exhibited significant improvement in their contrastive analysis
and translation skills.

Furthermore, Bluemel (2014) employed a Chinese/English parallel corpus
explicitly designed for pedagogical purposes to teach English to Chinese language
learners at the beginners' level in a high school. The study showed that the corpus
tool effectively aids the learners in reading comprehension and writing skills
development.

In addition, Reynolds (2015) carried out a research on academic writing
self-editing. He used an English Chinese parallel corpus and concordance on
twenty-five Taiwanese medical students. Statistical analysis of its result indicated
an improved verb-noun collocation accuracy in essay drafts, and qualitative
feedback revealed varying levels of acceptance and success among the students.

In another study, Wong and Lee (2016) used a parallel corpus to instruct
Mandarin-speaking beginners in Cantonese. The students independently explored
sentence and word alignment, improving their Cantonese vocabulary knowledge.
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The study highlights the effectiveness of data-driven learning at the beginner level
and indicates potential applications for other closely related language pairs.

Similarly, researchers have shown the effectiveness of using the corpus-
based approach in teaching Arabic as a foreign language. For instance, the studies
of Zaki(2017) and Golfetto(2021) showed encouraging feedback on using the
approach in vocabulary building and enhancing grammatical rules for both
elementary and intermediate-level learners.

3. Demonstration of Corpus-Based Approach in Teaching Arabic in
Southwest, Nigeria.

Given the advantages and successes recorded using the corpus-based
approach in teaching and learning different foreign languages, including Arabic,
discussed earlier, there is a high potentiality that the use of a properly built
parallel corpus between Arabic and Yoruba would provide a significant
improvement in learning Arabic to the learners in the southwest region of Nigeria.
However, the corpus to be used should be carefully built for the same purpose. To
achieve that, Hammed (2024: 50-52) discusses a detailed guideline for building
such an Arabic/Yoruba parallel corpus, including some of the crucial features the
corpus should exhibit and its challenges.

3.1. Building and Compiling a Yoruba/Arabic Corpus Relevant to
Southwest, Nigeria.

For this paper, the design model of the British National Corpus (BNC) is
used to build a linguistic Yoruba/Arabic parallel corpus for teaching and learning
Arabic by the Yorubas from the basic level. That is to ensure a reasonably
representative and balanced corpus, as there is no specific standard yardstick for
that (McEnery et al., 2006: 16). BNC is chosen because it is widely considered
balanced, as several corpora have been built based on its model. Among these
corpora are the American National Corpus, the National Corpus of Polish, the 21st
Century Sejong Corpus, and the Russian Reference Corpus (Sharoff, 2006:66).

Published Yoruba texts across different genres produced in southwest
Nigeria, starting from the 21st century to date, are considered the population for
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building the corpus, while the sample frame considered includes Yoruba online
texts, novels, Islamic literature books, and spoken texts. Texts are then selected
from these categories using the stratified sampling method, as shown in Table 1
below. The initial total number of words (tokens) was 150,354 but was reduced to
103,880 after final cleaning.

Table 1: Record of Raw Texts Compiled.

Written Texts Spoken Text
Online Texts 46,845 Formal Settings 6,205
Yoruba Novels 44,968 Informal Settings 4,348
Islamic Literature Books 1,514
Total 93,327 y 10,553
Grand Total 103,880

The Table 1 shows that, in the end, the written compiled texts cover about
90% of the whole texts and are selected based on the field, period of production,
and publication type. On the other hand, voice texts cover only about 10% of the
total and are taken from formal and informal settings to complement each other.
The texts are selected based on two criteria: demographic and context-controlled.
The demographic component of the corpus consists of informal encounters
recorded by 20 volunteers, selected according to their age group, gender, social
class, and geographic region, while the context-controlled component consists of
formal encounters, which include meetings, lectures, and radio programs
recorded. Overall, texts were selected from different fields, including politics,
sports, mathematics, economics, dialogue, and others, to ensure a reflection of
contemporary Yoruba society. Furthermore, they are all categorized into nine files
based on their fields for easy processing.

Out of the 103,880 tokens compiled (61,306 Yoruba tokens and 42,574
Arabic tokens), there are 28,997 words types distributed between the two
languages. Regarding the word types, it is found that the number of words in
Yoruba texts reached 11,090 words, while that of Arabic words is 17,907 words,
as shown below in Table 2:

Table 2: Analyses of Raw Texts Compiled

S/N | Yoruba | Arabic | Yoruba Arabic Yoruba/  Arabic
Tokens | Tokens | Word Word Tokens
types types
1 6225 4277 1479 2029 10502
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2 3184 2320 755 1275 5504
3 5988 3900 1112 1846 9888
4 6669 4296 1321 1960 10965
5 7186 4376 1508 1983 11562
6 12906 8897 1837 3497 21803
7 2523 1712 1479 1013 4235
8 15508 11221 | 755 4197 26729
9 1117 1575 1112 107 2692
Total | 61306 42574 | 11090 17907 103880
% 59 41 28997 100

Looking at the Table 2 above from two perspectives- the frequency of
tokens in each of the two languages and their word types, it showed that the
frequency of the Yoruba tokens exceeds the corresponding Arabic tokens by a
ratio of approximately 3:2. Why? It could indicate the flexibility of the Arabic
language and that Arabs use fewer words in their expressions compared to Yoruba
speakers. This implies that Yoruba speakers need fewer vocabulary to express
themselves in Arabic than in their native language.

Conversely, the number of Arabic word types is greater than that of Yoruba
in about 3:2. This illustrates that Arabic has more vocabulary than Yoruba. Thus,
to master Arabic, Yoruba learners need to learn more Arabic vocabulary than their
mother tongue.
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Figure 1: Tokens & Word types Comparism Between Arabic & Yoruba
Texts.
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After getting the raw corpus text in UTF-8 encoded, it is uploaded to
AntPConc, a parallel corpus analysis tool that works with line-break aligned in
other to separate the Yoruba text from Arabic text.

Figure 2: Raw Yoruba and Arabic texts before separation
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Once the clean raw texts are ready, the users can use any one of the several
reasonably priced or free corpora tools (like AntConc, MonoConc, and
WordSmith Tools, among others) to extract necessary linguistic structures needed
at the word, phrase, or sentence level based on their linguistic urges. For instance,
words can be accessed via the wordlist window of AntConc, while lexical phrases
(Norbert & Michael, 2020:100) and sentences can be accessed via the cluster/ N-
Gram window and concordance window. One of the common initial studies
usually carried out at this stage is looking for the number of times and frequency
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at which a word or linguistic pattern appears in the texts. It helps to know what to
prioritize above others within the teaching/learning process. For instance, as stated
by Leech (2001:1), it is rational for a teacher to start teaching more frequent
vocabulary before proceeding to fewer common ones. So, the corpus tools can be
used to extract the necessary teaching materials with ease.

Figure 3: Sample of using cluster/N-Gram window to extract common
phrases used in Arabic.

-

The table 3 and 4 below, for example, illustrates some useful outputs
discovered from the corpus.
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Table 3: Some Common Idiomatic Expressions Used in The Yoruba Society.

S/N | Idiomatic Expression Arabic Usage
1 Aikowo rin ejo ni omo araye fin sl il (e ) O L
pawon.
5 Obl_rl_n bimo fun ni ko ni ki 0 ma BV PUECRERICRY K
pani je.
3 Bi ina ko ba tan laso eje ko le tan Ll idal, Y
lee kanna. i
4 | Kekere ni mo fi ba o tan ko see fi | & Sle lehad (S Y AT i) G 41l
obe ge. NOIEN
5 nga kii wa loja ki ori omo titun RS 3555 bl G sz sy ¥
Bi ebiti ko ba p’eku a m’eyin N M. e N st e 1
- Al elia il Sz 5all elia i Al )
6 feleyin. goall e AL g oAl e H el 0
7 Bi iya _nla ba gbeni sanle kekeke a Lo Lena el 23] ol 1Y
gori eni.
Eniti ko se oran itufu kii kiyesi | . -
- y G .
8 ekule. i Y el O
9 Bi koko ban feni lefee a ki r’awujo A 8 i el dll o
kumo.
Bi a ba fi owo we owo nse ni owo | .« ..
10 (S ‘)! bh\j &
n mo.
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Table 4: Some Common Yoruba Tokens Differentiated by Diacritics

S 1= o <
g g5 | ¢ g
. 8l E 8 < g o
S 3 :*E' a ., :*E =
> |2£8|,E8 5 g
» | >28|288 2=2 2=
1 Owo owo J Money
Owo BIEE Trade
Owo EENGEN infection
2 Owo owo uila Broom
Owo oy Honour
owo kY Hand
OwWo dc gana Group
3 Oko Oko 48 yaa Hoe
Oko CBjEw Vehicle
Oko B3 Husband
Oko ) Spear
4 | Ogun Ogun o Charm
Oguin Y5 anl State Name
Ogun Lo War
Ogun BB Twenty
Oguin 4| god of Iron
5 Igba Igba ERNEAR] Calabash
Igha < g Time
Igba AeSlll ¢ 5 Fruit
Igha Ol Two Hundred
Igba (<)l slal | Date Climbing Tool
6 Aro Ard fua Dye
Aro e Eulogy
Aro g Remembrance
Aro gaball aa Cooking Stone
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3.2. Implementation of the Corpus-Based Approach in Teaching.

It is pertinent for curriculum designers, authors, and teachers to keep
learners in mind when preparing their educational resources. For instance, in the
process of using corpus materials, the corpus outputs can be arranged based on the
level of the learners. This represents starting with the words that the learners need
to fulfill their daily needs in their environment, such as words or phrases for
greeting and getting to know each other, then moving on to what they need less
often (Norbert & Michael, 2020:29). Also starting with the concept of concrete
things before moving on to abstract concepts would facilitate their mental
conceptualization ability. Also, as proposed by the contrastive analysis hypothesis
(Norbert & Michael, 2020:114), Yoruba learners are likely to find assimilation of
the linguistic knowledge where Arabic and Yoruba are crystal different difficult
but learn where similarities exist between the languages with ease. Thus, more
focus should be on the texts exhibiting linguistic differences. The opinions of
those who are of the view of commencing teaching process from introducing easy
vocabulary to difficult ones, in terms of pronunciation and writing, should be
revisited (Badr, 2013: 133); Because the goal of learning may not be achieved in
the expected manner by learning easy but uncommon vocabulary, while
neglecting complex but common vocabulary. Therefore, it is better to prioritize
the learners’ linguistic needs in their environment.

Furthermore, in order to logically implement the corpus to facilitate the
teaching/learning of Arabic, the general regulations in the 2001 Common
European Framework of Reference for Languages, designed by the Council of
Europe and recommended by the European Union Council Resolution for
teaching foreign languages inside and outside Europe, is considered a valuable
material. It does not only considers all four linguistic skills but also gives room
for the changes that may occur based on learners' linguistic needs and
environment. Besides, it is also considered a coherent, clear, and comprehensive
reference developed to clarify the way forward for learners and teachers of foreign
languages.

In consideration of the general regulations, learners can be divided into
three educational stages, with the objectives of each stage corresponding to that of
three levels (A, B, C) in the European Framework of Reference for languages,
which are as follows:
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I. The basic stage aims to prepare Yoruba learners to learn the Arabic
language at the basic level. The stage has two levels: Basic level - A and Basic
level - B.

ii. The preparatory stage aims to prepare learners to use the target language
independently. It has two levels: primary level A and primary level B.

iii. The secondary stage aims to prepare learners to the level where they can
use the Arabic language proficiently. This stage also has two levels: secondary
level - A and secondary level - B.

The aims and objectives of each level can be presented across the four
language skills as follows:
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Table 5: The Educational Aims and Objectives Across the Four Language
Skills.
Learner Writing Conversation Reading Listen
Level
Ability  to
write The ability to
general express in a Ability to
basic simple sentence | Recognize understand
Basic level | vocabulary, | about their daily | general some of the
A such as | life, such as | vocabulary most common
information | asking and | and  simple | vocabulary and
about answering structures. short  familiar
oneself from | simple structures.
one's name, | questions.
country...
The ability to
express in a -
Ability  to | simple sentence Ability 0
: . . understand
write a short | to describe his .
i . The ability to | vocabulary
Basic level | text  about | environment and .
. : . read some | related to their
B his daily | study him well, . .
. - vocabulary in | daily needs,
life, such as | and the ability to . i
. .| familiar texts. | such as family,
a word of | participate in i
: i shopping, and
thanks. simple dialogue .
i school topics.
on familiar
topics.
The ability - -
to write an The ability to The ability to Understand the
engage in | read and
: essay on | . - butter of speech
Primary 2 improvisational | understand 1
familiar . on familiar
level A . dialogue on | the most .
topics, such - : . subjects, such
familiar topics, | rotating texts .
as an essay . . | as leisure,
such as objects | in his
about . . school.
in the room. environment.
oneself.
The ability | The ability to | The ability to | Understand
Primary to write the | express fluently | read articles | harmonious
level B letter, and derive the | on  familiar | speech in detail
report, etc. | content of | topics and | on familiar
on various | speech. find out the | topics.
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topics in a position of the
good way. writer.
The ability to Understanding
- read a
Ability  to - even clearly
: . realistic and
write where | The ability to | . unstructured
. literary  text
Secondary | he explains | express what he extended
) " .~ |and relate
level A his position | heard or read in speech and the
. ) cause and - .
on the topic | his own phrases. offect ability to obtain
in details. . . implicit
relationships .
in it understanding.
The ability to
Ability  to | discuss different | The ability to Understand
L7 S . speech on any
write in a | topics in logical | read any type )
Secondary .2 topic regardless
sound ways that make | of writing ,
level B . . . of the speaker's
academic it easier for the | even .
accent without
manner. addressee to | competent.
much effort.
understand.

Once the aims and objectives of each level are known, the needed
educational material corresponding to each level can be easily found in the corpus.
The Table 6 below can be used to extract the targeted linguistic phenomena from
the corpus for each level based on the Arabic level of the learner.

Table 6 : Useful Guide for Curriculum Design Across the Learners’ Level.

Learner Level SR
Grammar Phrases vocabulary
Familiar short | Common  public
Basic level A Basic phrases related to his | words related to his
daily needs. daily needs.
. . Familiar short | The most common
Basic level B Basic
phrases. and general words.
- . General less
Familiar medium common than  the
Primary level A Secondary phhrases about his reVious
environment. P
vocabulary.
Primary level B Secondary Diverse in terms of | General less
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subject matter and | common than the
length. previous
vocabulary.

Less common in
use around the
learner.

Focus on writing on

Secondary level A | Open familiar topics.

Focus on writing on | Less common in

Secondary level B | Open diverse topics use.

3.3. Challenges of Using the Corpus-Based Approach in Teaching/Learning
of Arabic in South West, Nigeria.

One of the major issues that discourages the use of corpora in language
teaching in Nigeria is the scarcity of suitable ones for the task. Most corpora are
built for purposes other than teaching and learning, like translation and research.
In fact, no Yoruba/ Arabic parallel corpus purposely designed and developed for
pedagogical motive can be found in circulation (Hammed, 2024). The wrong
choice of corpus could be misleading to users. So, users are advised to build their
intended corpus for effective learning.

In addition, it is unfortunate that most Arabic teachers/learners in the region
lack corpus-building and utilization skills. This constitutes another challenge.
Even if a suitable corpus is provided to average Nigerians, most of them might not
be able to use the corpus' basic tools to conduct simple linguistics and arithmetic
research and interpret and present their findings in a logical manner. This could
result from the poor implementation of information and communication
technology (ICT) policy in Nigeria (Ajayi, 2023).

4. Conclusion

The Arabic language came to Nigeria in the 10th century. Unfortunately,
after different teaching and learning approaches, the people of the southwest
region are still struggling to reach their native-like level after almost a decade of
learning. Approaches used over the decades, like imitation, tradition, and
grammar-translation, have proved not to be successful in one aspect or the other.

This paper shows that incorporating a Yoruba/Arabic parallel corpus into
the teaching and learning process may provide the holistic learning experience
needed by the learners. Once a well-designed, purposeful corpus is built, it could
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be used to identify and correct the lapses in the existing teaching and learning
approaches, especially in terms of inappropriate learning texts and long learning
duration.

However, it should be noted that a corpus-based approach is suggested to
supplement, not replace, the existing approaches to attain an all-inclusive learning
experience. Also, the users (both teachers and students) are required to have basic
corpus utilization skills to maximize the corpus's benefits.

The limitation of this paper lies in the small size of the corpus built and the
inability to execute it in real life due to time constraints. Thus, it is recommended
that future researchers cover these aspects.
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