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Abstract

This research paper seeks to shed light on general linguistics and sociolinguistics-as a branch
of linguistics -, by standing at the concept and subject of general linguistics and its branches, and
its major perceptions, starting from the structural school, passing through the functional school,
leading all the way to the generative school. Then allocating space from this paper to talk about
sociolinguistics -which is the science that is interested in the study of language in relation to
society - by presenting a concept of sociolinguistics, and talking about its subject , importance and
origin, and then studying the relationship between language and society, and finally monitoring its
most prominent topics : Multilingualism, Bilingualism, Diglossia, Linguistic borrowing...and
others
Keywords: linguistics; sociolinguistics; multilingualism ; bilingualism ; diglossia .
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